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The OPtimist

President
Karen Speed
17026 Tifft Rd
Union Center, SD 57787
OfÞce: 605-269-2264
Resident: 605-985-5980
Email: Karen.Speed@k12.sd.us

President-Elect
Sherry Lurz
2900 Orchard Ln, #10
Rapid City, SD 57703
OfÞce: 605-923-0006
Resident: 605-342-4181
Email: slurz@dsdk12.net

Vice-President
Sheila Kilgore
PO Box 40
Lake Andes, SD 57356
OfÞce: 605487-5209
Resident: 605-487-7398
Kilgore Sheila
Sheila.Kilgore@k12.sd.us

Secretary
Barb Grosch
PO Box 143
Sturgis, SD 57785
OfÞce: 605-347-2648
Resident: 605-423-8152
Email: Barbara.Grosch@k12.sd.us

Treasurer
Nancy Christopherson
304 Upper Valley Road
SpearÞsh, SD 57783
OfÞce: 605-717-1201
Resident: 605-722-5492
Email: nchristo@spearÞsh.k12.sd.us

Past-President
Carol Fellner
7738 N. Wild Turkey Dr.
Sturgis, SD 57785
OfÞce: 605-347-2523
Resident: 605-347-3092
Email: Carol.Fellner@k12.sd.us
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I had the opportunity to take another step in the journey of life by attending 
the NAEOP Conference in Bloomington, MN.  What a great dance it was!  
It started off by meeting other ladies from the United States  that were 
attending this conference on the shuttle from the airport to the hotel.  Once 
again people do not disappoint me because overall people are friendly and 
enjoyable to be around.

I am going to share some informational material I learned attending a four 
hour session PR is Not a Bad Word. The presenter was  Kim Ratz.  He also 
has a website: http://www.kimratz.com/ 
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South Dakota hosted the First Timers.  Charla Callahan SDAEOP member from 
Area I was chairman for the First Timers.   Charla made informational brochures.  
Charla and Carla Downs from Area I also made lanyard charms and put them in 
decorative bags for each attendee. I did an ice breaker (a lighthearted personality 
test) which was received well by all.  Charla welcomed the First Timers and Kathy 
Lech, NAEOP Vice President then spoke. First Timers enjoyed hors dÕoeuvres and 
mingled to ask questions and get acquainted.  Charla, thank you for all the work 
organizing this as South Dakota was represented well.

I Can Do That Too, Avery Software and Formatting Solutions, and Parliamentary 
Procedures were some of the other sessions I attended.  I can truly say I took away 
at least one piece of  knowledge from each of  the workshops. 

Our state doll was represented in the exhibit room.  Charla also was responsible 
for displaying her so attractively.   They did vote on the state dolls, but it was a 
money vote.  Whichever doll raised the most money was the winner.

On the fun side I went on a tour which enabled me to meet more NAEOP 
members.  The tour ÒGangsters in the Capitol CityÓ gave me knowledge 
geographically and historical information of MN. Edna the Kissing Bandit 
entertained the group as we toured.  I even got to hold the Tommy gun.  We also 
stopped to tour the State Capital and The Cathedral of Saint Paul.  Our tour 
included fresh walleye at a Tavern and homemade ice cream. 

All Þfty states were represented and I was honored to be the one to carry the South 
Dakota state ßag. Whether carrying, or attending, the ßag ceremony it was an 
impressive site to see.  Bag pipes were played as they brought in the United States 
ßag.  They announced the names of all deceased members and/or their families.  
It was a very moving experience.

I would like to give Charla Callahan a very big thank you.  Charla made the four 
of us each business cards and attached a SDAEOP pin to each card so we could 
exchange pins with other states.   I must say we had many compliments on our 
new SDAEOP Mt. Rushmore pins.  Charla was our own personal guide after 
hours and we saw many sites (ah maybe more than once.)  We did see the sites of 
MN and touched Wisconsin.  Thanks Charla for such a fun time.

Charla is now running for National Area Director for the North Central Area for 
NAEOP.  She is willing to represent our state so letÕs give her our support.  
ÒEGGÕem Charla!!

I could write more about what we did, but to really know just what it is like you 
will just have to experience the adventure by attending a NAEOP conference.  The 
2010 conference will be held in Kansas City, MO.  Sherry Lurz will represent SD 
and the dates are July 5-9.  So make your plans to attend.  It is a very positive 
experience.

Karen Speed

SDAEOP President

NAEOP Conference (Cont.)

SDAEOP Newsletter, Volume 30, No. 1	

 FALL 2009

Area I Director
Peggy Greiner / Pam Liebe
15065 471 Ave / 47324 146th St
Twin Brooks, SD 57269 / Milbank, SD 57252
OfÞce: 605-432-5579
Resident: 605-432-5721 / 605-432-4245
Email: Peggy.Greiner@k12.sd.us
Email: Pam.Liebe@k12.sd.us

Area II Director
Jody Driscoll
800 Par-Tee Drive
Hartford, SD
OfÞce: 605-5283217
Resident: 605-528-6333
Email: jody.driscoll@k12.sd.us

Area III Director
Vacant

Area IV Director
Dolly Evans
809 17th Avenue NE
Aberdeen, SD 57401
OfÞce: 605-725-8123
Resident: 605-225-4336
Email: dolly.evans@k12.sd.us

Area V Director
Judy Medearis & Betty Sokol
PO Box 742
Mission, SD
OfÞce: 605-856-4457 Ext. 226
Resident: 605-856-2230
Email: jmedear@tcsdk12.org

Area VI Director
Vicki Glanzer
2370 Radar Hill Rd
Rapid City, SD 57703
OfÞce: 605-923-0001
Resident: 605-393-2860
Email: vglanzer@dsdk12.net

2007-2008 SDAEOP Area Directors

Autumn is a second spring when 
every leaf  is a flower.  ~Albert 
Camus
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News From Area I

Area I would like to thank Area IV for hosting 
a great conference this  summer.  We enjoyed 
our time in Aberdeen, especially at Wiley Park.  
You did a great job.

We are planning an inservice for Saturday, 
October 17.  It will begin at 10:00 AM.  We 
will have a computer lesson and a craft 
demonstration, and then end with lunch at 
noon.  There will be a $5.00 charge which 
includes a beaded bracelet that you will make. 
Please RSVP to Pam or Peggy at 432-5579 by 
October 9.

We invite all our Area I members and welcome 
you to bring a guest as  well.  We will be inviting 
school secretaries from the area who are not 
SDAEOP members also.  So please extend our 
invitation to any that you know.  We hope to 
see you there.

Greetings from Area IV

The 2009-2010 school year is  really  here,  the 
Aberdeen school district has been in session 
since August 24.   The cooler than normal 
summer weather and the lush green look to our 
area from abundant moisture makes life seem 
very good in Aberdeen!   I started this school 
year with an extra lilt to my step and I am 
guessing it is  because my husband and I took a 
wonderful 5,000 mile road trip out west and 
into Canada.   Fall has not shown any of its' 
colors yet here, but those school backpacks 
remind me it will soon.   
 
I look back to June's convention and I know all 
of us TRULY and THOROUGHLY enjoyed 
hosting the event.   We will gather on 
September 14 and eat leftover barbecue from 
our picnic night at Wylie Park.   It won't be as 
good as having all of you there with us, but we 

will    talk about   good memories of those 3 
days. 
 
I wish each of you a healthy and happy school 
year!  I start the  school with several goals but 
I confess my main one   this year    is  to escape 
the h1n1 flu this year, how about you?
 

DOLLY EVANS
Area IV Director
dolly.evans@k12.sd.us
(Email me if you have any questions about the 
upcoming conference)

News From Area VI

Thank you Area IV for the wonderful 
conference in Aberdeen.   The in-service, 
entertainment and fellowship were very 
refreshing after another busy school year.   

Those who bring sunshine to the lives of  others
Cannot keep it from themselves.
---James Barrie----

The above words can help us  remember others 
as  we are bogged down in paperwork, phone in 
one ear, someone waiting on hold, pencil in 
hand and someone waiting to see us.   We all 
seem to have new challenges  “something new 
to master” or questions we’ve not had to 
respond to before, BUT, that is  called lifelong 
learning.  Those of us  in the educational career 
field never need to find something new - it finds 
us. 

I wish you all a wonderful new, challenging and 
rewarding school year.

You make a living by what you get; you make a 
life by what you give.
--- Sir Winston Churchill ---

Vicki Glanzer
Area VI Director

Area Reports
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Allow Your Own Inner Light

to Guide You

There comes a time when you must stand alone.

You must feel confident enough within yourself 
to follow your own dreams.

You must be willing to make sacrifices.

You must be capable of changing and 
rearranging your priorities so that your final goal 
can be achieved.

Sometimes, familiarity and comfort need to be 
challenged.

There are times  when you must take a few extra 
chances and create your own realities.

Be strong enough to at least try to make your life 
better.

Be confident enough that you won't settle for a 
compromise just to get by.

Appreciate yourself by allowing yourself the 
opportunities  to grow, develop, and find your 
true sense of  purpose in this life.

Don't stand in someone else's  shadow when it's 
your sunlight that should lead the way.

Barb Grosch
Secretary

The Little Things

As you might know, the head of a company 
survived 9/11 because his son started 
kindergarten. 

Another fellow was alive because it was his  turn 
to bring donuts. 

One woman was late because her alarm clock 
didn't go off  in time.. 

One was late because of being stuck on the NJ 
Turnpike because of  an auto accident. 

One of  them missed his bus. 

One spilled food on her clothes and had to take 
time to change. 

Ones car wouldn't start. 

One couldn't get a taxi. 

The one that struck me was  the man who put 
on a new pair of shoes  that morning,   took the 
various  means  to get to work but before he got 
there, he developed a blister on his  foot. He 
stopped at a drugstore to buy a band-aid. That 
is why he is alive today. 

Now when I am stuck in traffic, miss  an 
elevator, turn back to answer a ringing 
telephone ... All the little things that annoy me. 
I think to myself, this  is exactly where God 
wants me to be at this very moment.. 

Next time your morning seems to be going 
wrong, the children are slow getting dressed, 
you can't seem to find the car keys, you hit every 
traffic light, don't get mad or frustrated;   It  may 
be that God is at work watching over you. 

May God continue to bless you with all those 
annoying little things, and may you remember 
their possible purpose.

SDAEOP Newsletter, Volume 30, No. 1	

 FALL 2009

No spring nor summer beauty hath such 
grace, As I have seen in one autumnal 
face. ~John Donne

Please welcome our new Membership 
Chair, June Guy, of  Sturgis, SD.
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2009 Office Professional of  the Year

Judy Medearis is our 2009 Office Professional of 
the Year! Judy has been employed by the Todd 
County School District for 33 years. Currently 
she is the Accounts payable secretary. Judy began 
her career in the district in December of 1975. 
After working with Judy these many years  we are 
amazed by her ability to recall information off 
the top of  her head.

Judy exemplifies office professionalism. She has a 
very demanding position but she is always  there, 
ready to help anyone with any project. She   is 
never too busy to lend a hand or an ear. Judy 
juggles  many tasks very efficiently, not only 
handling accounts  payable, but also processes 
travel for the entire school district. She gets 
numerous  calls from teachers with “Do you 
remember my purchase order for ...” and Judy 
usually does.

Judy is always willing to learn new things and 
take on additional responsibilities. She goes 
above and beyond, many times working extra 
time to complete a task for a deadline. Judy has 
been known to have her boss follow her out of 
the parking lot, only to have her circle around 
and come back to work!

Lastly, Judy has a good heart. She is kind, 
compassionate and caring; traits  that all office 
professionals  should have. If any one were to 
every criticize Judy it would be that she cares too 
much.

Judy is actively involved in the TCSD Alumni 
Committee and current Area V Director for 
SDAEOP. Judy is also an avid golfer and is  a 
member of  the Mission Women’s Golf  League.

Congratulations  Judy on your 2009 Office 
Professional of  the Year Award!
 

2009 Administrator of  the Year

Richard Schneider, High School and Middle School 
Principal at Hamlin School in Hayti, SD is our 
SDAEOP Administrator of the Year. He was  unable 
to attend the ceremony as  he was at Camp Rapid 
serving our country. His wife and daughter accepted 
the award for him.

Mr. Schneider models  leadership in the educational 
Þeld to both staff and students. Every activity he 
choses promotes  professional growth and stimulation. 
He establishes  guidelines for and encourages  open 
communications  between teachers, students, parents 
and administration.

Mr. Schneider promotes  the Career Center/Multi-
District opportunities outside the walls of Hamlin 
School for students wishing to learn trades. He 
requires  the submission of weekly lesson plans  and 
curriculum maps  for all subjects  from all teachers. He 
drops  by unannounced into the classrooms and for 
pre-arranged observations to keep himself updated 
on what is going on in the classrooms.

Mr. Schneider interjects  humor whenever possible. 
He accepts  the challenges  that come to him with 
discipline and vigor. He is very open to questions  and 
will drop what he is  doing to help a staff person or 
student even though his  schedule is  the most 
demanding in the school. Mr. Schneider was chosen 
as Regional Principal of  the Year.

His  involvement in the SD National Guards and his 
church-related activities  sends a message to his  staff 
and students that civic and community service is 
important. Before making a decision, Mr. Schneider 
puts  a lot of thought into it, and once itÕs  Þnally 
made, he stands behind it.

Richard Schneider exempliÞes the qualities and 
characteristics  of a strong, dedicated educational 
leader. His  dedication to his  staff, students  and 
education is witnessed every day. He sets  high 
standards not only for himself, but for all of us  so that 
we all may become the best that we can be.

Unfortunately for Hamlin, Mr. Schneider will be 
leaving Hamlin High School to take a position in 
Harrisburg. We will miss him!
 

SDAEOP Newsletter, Volume 30, No. 1	

 FALL 2009

Patience is something you admire in the 
driver behind you and scorn in the one 
ahead.  ~Mac McCleary
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Written By Regina Brett, 90 years old 
The Plain Dealer, Cleveland, Ohio

"To celebrate growing older, I once wrote the 45 
lessons  life taught me. It is the most-requested 
column I've ever written." My odometer rolled
over to 90 in August, so here is  the column once 
more:

1. Life isn't fair, but it's still good.
2. When in doubt, just take the next small step.
3. Life is too short to waste time hating anyone.
4. Your job won't take care of you when you are 
sick. Your friends and parents will. Stay in touch.
5. Pay off  your credit cards every month.
6. You don't have to win every argument. Agree 
to disagree.
7. Cry with someone. It's more healing than 
crying alone.
8. It's OK to get angry with God. He can take it.
9. Save for retirement starting with your first 
paycheck.
10. When it comes  to chocolate, resistance is 
futile.
11. Make peace with your past so it won't screw 
up the present.
12. It's OK to let your children see you cry.
13. Don't compare your life to others. You have 
no idea what their journey is all about.
14. If a relationship has  to be a secret, you 
shouldn't be in it.
15. Everything can change in the blink of an eye. 
But don't worry; God never blinks.
16. Take a deep breath. It calms the mind.
17. Get rid of anything that isn't useful, beautiful 
or joyful.
18. Whatever doesn't kill you really does  make 
you stronger.
19. It's never too late to have a happy childhood. 
But the second one is up to you and no one else.
20. When it comes to going after what you love 
in life, don't take no for an answer.
21. Burn the candles, use the nice sheets, wear 
the fancy lingerie. Don't save it for a special 
occasion. Today is special.
22. Over prepare, then go with the flow.

23. Be eccentric now. Don't wait for old age to 
wear purple.
24. The most important sex organ is the brain.
25. No one is in charge of your happiness  but 
you.
26. Frame every so-called disaster with these 
words 'In five years, will this matter?'
27. Always choose life.
28. Forgive everyone everything.
29. What other people think of you is  none of 
your business.
30. Time heals almost everything.. Give time 
time.
31. However good or bad a situation is, it will 
change.
32. Don't take yourself so seriously. No one else 
does.
33. Believe in miracles.
34. God loves you because of who God is, not 
because of  anything you did or didn't do.
35. Don't audit life. Show up and make the most 
of  it now.
36. Growing old beats the alternative -- dying 
young.
37. Your children get only one childhood.
38. All that truly matters  in the end is  that you 
loved.
39. Get outside every day. Miracles are waiting 
everywhere.
40. If we all threw our problems in a pile and 
saw everyone else's, we'd grab ours back.
41. Envy is  a waste of time. You already have all 
you need.42. The best is yet to come.
43.. No matter how you feel, get up, dress  up 
and show up.
44. Yield.
45.Life isn't tied with a bow, but it's still a gift."

Looking for more information on SDAEOP? Look 
no further. Point you browser to:

http://www.sdaeop.com

Questions about the newsletter or SDAEOP 
website?  Email or call Nancy Spoolman at:

nanc@spoolman.com
605-355-0643 (Home) 605-923-0034 (OfÞce)
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SOUTH DAKOTA ASSOCIATION OF EDUCATIONAL OFFICE PROFESSIONALS  
Membership Application July 1, 2009 - June 30, 2010 

 
 
 
         ___New Membership $15.00   ___Renewal Membership $15.00   ___Associate Membership $15.00 
 
  ___Life Membership $225.00    ___Retired Membership $5.00 
 
 
 
Name _______________________________________Phone (Home)______________ (Work)____________ 
 
E-Mail ______________________________________ FAX  
 
Address__________________________________________________________________________________ 
  Street      City   State   Zip 
 
____Elementary     ____Middle School     ____Secondary     ____Administration     ____Higher Education 
 
____State Department  ____Other_______________________________  Birthday______________________ 
 
School District____________________________________________  County__________________________ 
 
No. of Years in SDAEOP________(including this year) No. of years in NAEOP________(including this year) 
 
Personal interests and hobbies_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Are you now or do you plan to continue your education?_____________________________(College, PSP, etc) 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
If you have served on the SDAEOP Board of Directors, please list the office(s) and committee(s) you have 
served on and the year served: 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
If you have not had the opportunity to serve on the SDAEOP Board of Directors, would you be interested in 
doing so and in what capacity?  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Comments regarding our Association:__________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Please make checks payable to SDAEOP and mail (along with this form) to: 

 
SDAEOP Membership 

June Guy 
1515 Whitetail Place 

Sturgis, SD 57785 
605-720-5209 (Home) 
605-347-2649 (Work) 

jguy@k12.sd.us 
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Douglas School District
431 Tower Road
Tech Department
Box Elder, SD 57719


